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MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, MAIDSTONE ON

7 MARCH 2018

Present: Councillor Greer (The Mayor) and Councillors 
Adkinson, Barned, Mrs Blackmore, Boughton, Brice, D 
Burton, M Burton, Clark, Cox, Cuming, Daley, English, 
Fermor, Field, Fissenden, Fort, Garland, Garten, Mrs 
Gooch, Mrs Grigg, Harper, Harvey, Harwood, Hastie, 
Mrs Hinder, Mrs Joy, Lewins, McLoughlin, B Mortimer, 
D Mortimer, Munford, Naghi, Newton, Perry, Pickett, 
Powell, Prendergast, Mrs Ring, Mrs Robertson, 
Round, J Sams, T Sams, Spooner, Springett, Mrs 
Stockell, Vizzard, Webb, Wilby, Willis and Mrs Wilson

103. MINUTE'S SILENCE 

The Council stood in silence for one minute in memory of Paul Alcock, 
former Premier League Referee, Manager of The Mall, Maidstone and 
Chairman of Maidstone Town Centre Management, and Tony Morris, a 
former member of the Parks and Leisure Team, both of whom passed 
away recently.

104. PRAYERS 

Prayers were said by the Reverend Canon Andrew Sewell, Area Dean and 
Priest in Charge of St Paul’s Church, Boxley Road.

105. CHANGE TO ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The Mayor announced that he intended to change the order of business to 
take the following item after agenda item 13 (Current Issues – Report of 
the Leader of the Council, Response of the Group Leaders and Questions 
from Council Members):

Item 17 - Report of the Policy and Resources Committee held on 14 
February 2018 – Medium Term Financial Strategy and Budget Proposals 
2018/19.

106. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

It was noted that apologies for absence had been received from 
Councillors Butler, Ells and de Wiggondene-Sheppard.

107. DISPENSATIONS 

There were no applications for dispensations.
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108. DISCLOSURES BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 

The Chief Executive, on behalf of herself and all other members of staff 
present, disclosed an interest in the report of the Employment Committee 
held on 15 February 2018 - Pay Policy Statement 2018.

109. DISCLOSURES OF LOBBYING 

There were no disclosures of lobbying.

110. EXEMPT ITEMS 

RESOLVED:  That all items on the agenda be taken in public as proposed.

111. MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
HELD ON 6 DECEMBER 2017 

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the 
Borough Council held on 6 December 2017 be approved as a correct 
record and signed.

112. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL HELD ON 6 
DECEMBER 2017 

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Borough 
Council held on 6 December 2017 be approved as a correct record and 
signed.

113. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor updated Members on recent and forthcoming engagements.

The Mayor also took the opportunity to thank staff for their efforts in 
maintaining services during the recent severe winter weather conditions.

114. PETITIONS 

There were no petitions.

115. QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from members of the public.

116. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL TO THE CHAIRMEN OF 
COMMITTEES 

Question to the Chairman of the Strategic Planning, Sustainability 
and Transportation Committee from Councillor Harper

Councillor Harper asked the following question of the Chairman of the 
Strategic Planning, Sustainability and Transportation Committee:
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I understand that the Government has allocated a sum of pounds for 
electric car charging points at blocks of flats and in Council owned car 
parks.  Can the Chairman of Strategic Planning, Sustainability and 
Transportation Committee inform the meeting what active ongoing 
measures the authority is doing to install electric car charging points 
throughout the Borough and to promote electric cars and transport to 
reduce air pollution and move towards carbon neutral transport?

The Chairman of the Strategic Planning, Sustainability and Transportation 
Committee replied that:

We as a Council through, probably, the Strategic Planning, Sustainability 
and Transportation Committee will tap into any pot of money that exists 
so that we can encourage the additional installation of electric car 
charging infrastructure to promote electric vehicle use.

I can report that there are some measures that we have undertaken 
already and intend to undertake.  For example, the Maidstone Integrated 
Transport Strategy promotes electric vehicle use.  It is a core part of the 
Strategy.  In particular, Action H6 seeks the installation of additional 
electric charging points and the promotion of electric car use.

The Strategy also includes a target to double the number of electric 
charging points in Maidstone by 2021 and to double again by 2031.

When I first started talking about electric vehicles in this Chamber, I was 
met with cynicism and scepticism, but I am really encouraged tonight that 
this question demonstrates cross-party support to accelerate the process.  
Action H6 is a very positive measure, but we need to go further.

Our recently adopted Local Plan has embedded policies and proposals that 
are intended to promote electric vehicle use.  In particular, Policy DM6 on 
Air Quality supports the Maidstone Integrated Transport Strategy by 
facilitating the installation of charging points.  Policy DM23 also seeks to 
ensure that new developments incorporate electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure.

As recently as December 2017, the Strategic Planning, Sustainability and 
Transportation Committee adopted the Council’s Low Emission Strategy, 
and one of the actions in the Strategy relates to the introduction of Air 
Quality Planning Guidance which includes provision for the incorporation of 
electric vehicle charging points in new builds.  I was pleased to champion 
that piece of work and that it was unanimously supported by everyone.

These are examples of some of the measures we are taking that will 
tangibly improve the air quality of our residents.

We need to be aware that this is the technology of here and now, but it is 
changing and we should not restrict our thinking to, for example, the idea 
of fixed electric vehicle charging infrastructure.  Let’s be really ambitious 
and make Maidstone a pioneer and leader in this area.
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I am pleased to tell you that through the Quality Bus Partnership, working 
with one of the bus companies, an electric bus will be trialled very soon – 
another exciting example of new technology.

This is a very exciting time; there is much more we can do.  Let’s not rest 
until Maidstone is the exemplar in encouraging and promoting electric 
vehicle usage and improving air quality.

Question to the Chairman of the Communities, Housing and 
Environment Committee from Councillor J Sams

Councillor J Sams asked the following question of the Chairman of the 
Communities, Housing and Environment Committee:

60,000 homes in England have remained vacant for at least 2 years and 
11,000 homes across the country have remained uninhabited for a decade 
or more.

Councils have the opportunity to make use of Empty Dwelling 
Management Orders which allow Local Authorities to bring unoccupied 
properties into use as housing.

Whilst this 2004 Housing Act legislation was aimed at properties that have 
been empty for 6 months or more we can show you properties in 
Harrietsham that have been empty for over 10 years.

In light of the housing shortage in Maidstone what steps will this Council 
take to use this legislation for the benefit of local residents?

The Chairman of the Communities, Housing and Environment Committee 
replied that:

The Housing and Health team works hard with the owners of empty 
properties to bring them back into use.  However returning empty 
properties back into use is often not straightforward.  This is because the 
reasons properties are left empty for long periods of time are often 
complex and difficult to resolve.  Empty Dwelling Management Orders 
were introduced in 2006.  In reality they are difficult to obtain.  During the 
period 2006-2011 only 43 EDMOs were issued nationally. 

Our Council Tax records show that there are currently 116 properties in 
the Borough classified as empty and unfurnished for over two years. 
However there may be further properties that are not being lived in but 
are not classified as empty on our system for the purpose of Council Tax.

The Housing and Health team has liaised with the owners of eight long 
term empty properties in Harrietsham.  None of these properties would be 
suitable for consideration of an Empty Dwelling Management Order for a 
variety of reasons, including being subject to probate, being part of 
commercial premises, being about to be demolished or currently being 
marketed for sale.  If there are other properties we are not aware of 
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please do contact the Housing and Health team and we can investigate 
further.

117. CURRENT ISSUES - REPORT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL, 
RESPONSE OF THE GROUP LEADERS AND QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 

There was no report from the Leader of the Council on this occasion.

118. REPORT OF THE POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 14 
FEBRUARY 2018 - MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY AND BUDGET 
PROPOSALS 2018/19 

It was moved by Councillor Mrs Wilson, seconded by Councillor Harper, 
that the recommendations of the Policy and Resources Committee relating 
to the Medium Term Financial Strategy and Budget Proposals 2018/19 be 
approved subject to the amendment of recommendation no.16 to refer to 
Appendix C, not Appendix D.

Amendment moved by Councillor Perry, seconded by Councillor Boughton, 
that the recommendations of the Policy and Resources Committee relating 
to the Medium Term Financial Strategy and Budget Proposals 2018/19 (as 
amended) be approved subject to the following changes with the 
consequences set out in the papers circulated:

3. That a proposed Council Tax of £250.56 at Band D be agreed.

4. That the revenue estimates for 2018/19 incorporating the growth 
and savings items set out in Appendix A be agreed, including an 
additional saving of £45,000 in the budget for Communications.

9. That a revised Strategic Revenue Projection be endorsed, showing 
the ongoing impact of the proposed change in Council Tax and 
removing the projected surplus of £97,000 for 2018/19, with a 
corresponding increase in the budget deficit in 2019/20.

As a consequence of the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2014, a named vote was taken on the 
amendment as follows:

FOR (21)

Councillors Barned, Mrs Blackmore, Boughton, Brice, D Burton, M Burton, 
Cuming, Fort, Garten, Greer, Mrs Hinder, McLoughlin, Newton, Perry, 
Powell, Prendergast, Mrs Ring, Round, Spooner, Springett and 
Mrs Stockell

AGAINST (29)

Councillors Adkinson, Clark, Cox, Daley, English, Fermor, Field, Fissenden, 
Mrs Gooch, Mrs Grigg, Harper, Harvey, Harwood, Hastie, 
Mrs Joy, Lewins, B Mortimer, D Mortimer, Munford, Naghi, Pickett, 
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Mrs Robertson, J Sams, T Sams, Vizzard, Webb, Wilby, Willis and
Mrs Wilson

ABSTENTIONS (1)

Councillor Garland

AMENDMENT LOST

Amendment moved by Councillor Cox, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooch, 
that the recommendations of the Policy and Resources Committee relating 
to the Medium Term Financial Strategy and Budget Proposals 2018/19 (as 
amended) be approved subject to the following changes with the 
consequences set out in the papers circulated:

4. That £20,000 in the budget allocation for Environmental Enforcement 
is deleted and reinstated in the budget for the Communication 
Section and that a one off amount of £20,000 is allocated to 
Environmental Enforcement from the 2018/19 surplus.

9. That a revised Strategic Revenue Projection be endorsed, reducing 
the projected surplus of £97,000 for 2018/19 to £77,000.

As a consequence of the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2014, a named vote was taken on the 
amendment as follows:

FOR (33)

Councillors Adkinson, Barned, Mrs Blackmore, Clark, Cox, Daley, English, 
Fermor, Field, Fissenden, Mrs Gooch, Mrs Grigg, Harper, Harvey, 
Harwood, Hastie, Mrs Joy, Lewins, B Mortimer, D Mortimer, Munford, 
Naghi, Newton, Pickett, Powell, Mrs Robertson, J Sams, T Sams, Vizzard, 
Webb, Wilby, Willis and Mrs Wilson

AGAINST (15)

Councillors Boughton, Brice, D Burton, M Burton, Cuming, Fort, Garland, 
Garten, Greer, Mrs Hinder, Perry, Round, Spooner, Springett and Mrs 
Stockell

ABSTENTIONS (3)

Councillors McLoughlin, Prendergast and Mrs Ring

AMENDMENT CARRIED

The substantive motion was then put to the vote.

As a consequence of the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2014, a named vote was taken on the 
substantive motion as follows:
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FOR (34)

Councillors Adkinson, Barned, Mrs Blackmore, Clark, Cox, Daley, English, 
Fermor, Field, Fissenden, Garland, Mrs Gooch, Mrs Grigg, Harper, Harvey, 
Harwood, Hastie, Mrs Joy, Lewins, B Mortimer, D Mortimer, Munford, 
Naghi, Newton, Pickett, Powell, Mrs Robertson, J Sams, T Sams, Vizzard, 
Webb, Wilby, Willis and Mrs Wilson

AGAINST (17)

Councillors Boughton, Brice, D Burton, M Burton, Cuming, Fort, Garten, 
Greer, Mrs Hinder, McLoughlin, Perry, Prendergast, Mrs Ring, Round, 
Spooner, Springett and Mrs Stockell

SUBSTANTIVE MOTION CARRIED

RESOLVED:

1. That the revised revenue estimates for 2017/18, as set out in 
Appendix A to the report of the Policy and Resources Committee, be 
agreed.

2. That the minimum level of General Fund Balances be set at £2m for 
2018/19.  

3. That the proposed Council Tax of £252.90 at Band D for 2018/19 be 
agreed.  

4. That the revenue estimates for 2018/19 incorporating the growth 
and savings items, as set out in Appendix A to the report of the 
Policy and Resources Committee, be agreed except that £20,000 in 
the budget allocation for Environmental Enforcement is deleted and 
reinstated in the budget for the Communication Section and that a 
one off amount of £20,000 is allocated to Environmental 
Enforcement from the 2018/19 surplus.

5. That the Statement of Earmarked Reserves and General Fund 
Balances, as set out in Appendix A to the report of the Policy and 
Resources Committee, be agreed.  

6. That the Capital Programme, as set out in Appendix A to the report 
of the Policy and Resources Committee, be agreed.  

7. That the funding of the Capital Programme, as set out in Appendix 
A to the report of the Policy and Resources Committee, be agreed.  

8. That the Medium Term Financial Strategy, as set out in Appendix A 
to the report of the Policy and Resources Committee, be agreed.

9. That the Strategic Revenue Projection, as set out in Appendix A to 
the report of the Policy and Resources Committee, be endorsed as 
the basis for future financial planning subject to the projected 
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surplus of £97,000 for 2018/19 being reduced to £77,000 as a 
consequence of the decision set out in paragraph 4 above.

10. That it be noted that the Council’s Council Tax Base for the year 
2018/19 has been calculated as 60,921.6 in accordance with 
Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax 
Base) Regulations 1992.  

11. That it be noted that in accordance with Government guidance the 
yield from business rates has been calculated as £56,621,934.  

12. That it be noted that the individual parish area tax bases set out in 
Appendix B are calculated in accordance with Regulation 6 of the 
Regulations and are the amounts of the Council Tax Base for the 
year for dwellings in those parts of the Council’s area to which a 
special item relates.
  

13. That the Council Tax requirement for the Council’s own purposes for 
2018/19 (excluding Parish precepts) is £15,407,072.  

14. That the following amounts now be calculated by the Council for the 
year 2018/19 in accordance with Section 32-36 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992 as amended by the Localism Act 
2011:-   

(a) £89,367,784 being the aggregate of the amounts which the 
Council estimates for the items set out in 
Section 32(2) of the Act taking into account 
all precepts issued to it by Parish Councils.

(b) £72,149,614 being the aggregate of the amounts which the 
Council estimates for the items set out in 
Section 32(3) of the Act. 

(c) £17,218,170 being the amount by which the aggregate at 
14(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 14(b) 
above, calculated by the Council in 
accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act as 
its Council Tax requirement for the year. 
(Item R in the formula in Section 32(4) of the 
Act).  

(d) £282.63 being the amount at 14(c) above (Item R), all 
divided by the figure stated at 10 above (Item 
T in the formula in section 33(1) of the Act), 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with 
Section 33 of the Act, as the basic amount of 
its Council Tax for the year (including Parish 
precepts).

(e) £1,811,097 being the aggregate amount of all special 
items (Parish precepts) referred to in Section 
34(1) of the Act (as per the attached 
Appendix B). 

(f) £252.90 being the amount at 14(d) above less the 
result given by dividing the amount at 14(e) 
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above by the tax base given in 10 above, 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with 
Section 34(2) of the Act, as the basic amount 
of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in 
those parts of its area to which no Parish 
precept relates.  

15. That it be noted that for the year 2018/19 Kent County Council, the 
Kent Police & Crime Commissioner and the Kent & Medway Fire & 
Rescue Authority have stated the following amounts in precepts 
issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of 
dwellings shown below:-   

Valuation 
Bands

KCC
PRECEPT

£

KCC
ADULT 
SOCIAL 
CARE

£

KPCC
£

KMFRA
£

A 779.76 45.36 112.77 50.34
B 909.72 52.92 131.56 58.73
C 1039.68 60.48 150.36 67.12
D 1169.64 68.04 169.15 75.51
E 1429.56 83.16 206.74 92.29
F 1689.48 98.28 244.33 109.07
G 1949.40 113.40 281.92 125.85
H 2339.28 136.08 338.30 151.02

16. That, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts 
at 14 (d), and 15 above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30 
(2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets out in 
Appendix C, the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2018/19 for 
each of the categories of dwellings shown.

17. That the Treasury Management Strategy 2018/19 and the Treasury
Management and Prudential Indicators, outlined in Appendix A to 
the report of the Policy and Resources Committee, be adopted.

119. REPORT OF THE DEMOCRACY COMMITTEE HELD ON 14 DECEMBER 2017 - 
APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBER TO THE JOINT INDEPENDENT 
REMUNERATION PANEL 

It was moved by Councillor Newton, seconded by Councillor Harper, that 
the recommendation of the Democracy Committee relating to the 
appointment of an Independent Person to serve on the Joint Independent 
Remuneration Panel be approved.

RESOLVED:  That Mr Christopher Webb be appointed as the Independent 
Person for the Joint Independent Remuneration Panel.
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120. REPORT OF THE DEMOCRACY COMMITTEE HELD ON 10 JANUARY 2018 - 
REVIEW OF OUTSIDE BODIES 

It was moved by Councillor Newton, seconded by Councillor Harper, that 
the recommendations of the Democracy Committee arising from the 
review which has been undertaken of the Council’s representation on 
Outside Bodies be approved.

Amendment moved by Councillor Harper, seconded by Councillor English, 
that the following changes be made to the Outside Bodies on the list:

Removal of Bentlif Wing Trust - As the Mayor is automatically 
appointed as an ex officio Trustee
Collis Millennium Green Trust – HCL Committee to appoint one High 
Street Ward Member 
KCC Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee – CHE Committee 
(Chairman automatically appointed or Chairman to delegate to 
another Member)
Kent and Medway Civilian-Military Partnership Board – P&R Committee 
(Chairman automatically appointed or Chairman to delegate to 
another Member)
One Maidstone – P&R Committee to appoint one Member as the 
Liaison Group no longer exists
Rochester Bridge Trust – P&R Committee
Upper Medway Internal Drainage Board
Vinters Valley Park Trust – CHE Committee to appoint a Ward Member
Kent and Medway Police and Crime Panel – Leader automatic 
appointment or Leader to delegate to another Member
Kent and Medway Economic Partnership – Leader automatic appointment 
or Leader to delegate to another Member
West Kent Health and Wellbeing Board – Leader automatic appointment 
or Leader to delegate to another Member

AMENDMENT CARRIED

The substantive motion was then put to the vote.

SUBSTANTIVE MOTION CARRIED

RESOLVED:

1. That the following Outside Bodies be retained and appointed by the 
relevant Service Committee as listed:

Action with Communities in Rural Kent – CHE Committee
Age UK – CHE Committee
Brenchley Charity Trust – HCL Committee
Citizens’ Advice Bureau – CHE Committee
Collis Millennium Green Trust – HCL Committee to appoint one High 
Street Ward Member
Cutbush and Corrall – CHE Committee
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KCC Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee – CHE Committee 
(Chairman automatically appointed or Chairman to delegate to 
another Member)
Kent and Medway Civilian-Military Partnership Board – P&R 
Committee (Chairman automatically appointed or Chairman to 
delegate to another Member)
Kent Community Railway Partnership – SPS&T Committee 
Kent Downs AONB Joint Advisory Committee – SPS&T Committee
Local Government Association General Assembly – P&R Committee to 
appoint non-Voting Member (Leader automatically appointed as 
voting Member)
Maidstone Area Arts Partnership – HCL Committee
Maidstone Beauvais Twinning Association – HCL Committee
Maidstone Cycling Forum – SPS&T Committee
Maidstone Mediation – CHE Committee
Maidstone Quality Bus Partnership – SPS&T Committee
Maidstone Sea Cadets – HCL Committee
Medway Valley Line Steering Group – SPS&T Committee
One Maidstone – P&R Committee to appoint one Member
PATROLAJC – SPS&T Committee
Relate West and Mid Kent – CHE Committee
Rochester Bridge Trust – P&R Committee
South East Employers – Employment Committee
South East Rail Passenger Group – SPS&T Committee
Upper Medway Internal Drainage Board– P&R Committee
Vinters Valley Park Trust – CHE Committee to appoint a Ward 
Member

2. That the following Outside Bodies be retained and appointed by the 
Democracy Committee:

Allington Millennium Green Trust – Allington Ward Member
Headcorn Aerodrome Consultative Committee – Headcorn Ward 
Member
Howard de Walden Centre – East and North Ward Members
Hayle Park Nature Reserve – South Ward Member
Maidstone Street Pastors – High Street Ward Member
Relief in Need Charity
Kent and Medway Police and Crime Panel – Leader automatic 
appointment or Leader to delegate to another Member
Kent and Medway Economic Partnership – Leader automatic 
appointment or Leader to delegate to another Member
West Kent Health and Wellbeing Board – Leader automatic 
appointment or Leader to delegate to another Member

3. That the following Outside Bodies be deleted:

KCC Youth and Community Charity
KCC Youth and Community Management Committee
Kent County Playing Fields Association
Maidstone Mind
Maidstone YMCA
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Mid Kent Downs Steering Group

4. That each Outside Body representative reports to the appointing 
Committee at least on an annual basis providing an update.

5. That the Monitoring Officer be given delegated powers to make the 
necessary changes to the Constitution.

Note:  Councillor Harper left the meeting after consideration of this item 
(8.00 p.m.).

121. REPORT OF THE POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 14 
FEBRUARY 2018 - STRATEGIC PLAN 2015-20, 2018-19 REFRESH 

It was moved by Councillor Mrs Wilson, seconded by Councillor Barned, 
that the recommendation of the Policy and Resources Committee relating 
to the Strategic Plan 2015-20, 2018-19 Refresh be approved.

RESOLVED:  That the Strategic Plan 2015-20, 2018-19 Refresh, attached 
as Appendix A to the report of the Policy and Resources Committee, be 
approved.

122. REPORT OF THE EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON 15 FEBRUARY 2018 - 
PAY POLICY STATEMENT 2018 

It was moved by Councillor Mrs Gooch, seconded by Councillor Mrs 
Wilson, that the recommendation of the Employment Committee relating 
to the Pay Policy Statement 2018 be approved.

RESOLVED:  That the Pay Policy Statement 2018, attached as Appendix B 
to the report of the Employment Committee, be approved for publication 
on the Council’s website by 31 March 2018.

123. NOTICE OF MOTION - INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION TO REDUCE THE 
VOTING AGE TO 16 

The following motion was moved by Councillor Clark, seconded by 
Councillor Harvey:

"This Council supports reducing the voting age to 16 and agrees that our 
worshipful Mayor should write an open letter to the Prime Minister urging 
her to introduce legislation to reduce the voting age to 16.”
 
The Mayor said that he considered it convenient and conducive to the 
despatch of business that the motion be dealt with at this meeting, and 
that a factual briefing note had been circulated.

Amendment moved by Councillor M Burton, seconded by Councillor D 
Burton, that the motion be amended to read:

That this Council supports reducing the voting age to 16 and agrees that 
the Chair of a relevant committee should write an open letter to the Prime 
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Minister, the Secretary of State for Education and our own local MPs, 
urging them not just to work to bring forward legislation to reduce the 
voting age to 16, but also to investigate, report on and implement proper 
economic and political education for all.

The mover and the seconder of the motion indicated that they accepted 
the amendments to the motion.

The substantive motion was then put to the vote.

SUBSTANTIVE MOTION CARRIED

RESOLVED:  That this Council supports reducing the voting age to 16 and 
agrees that the Chair of a relevant committee should write an open letter 
to the Prime Minister, the Secretary of State for Education and our own 
local MPs, urging them not just to work to bring forward legislation to 
reduce the voting age to 16, but also to investigate, report on and 
implement proper economic and political education for all.

124. NOTICE OF MOTION - HIGH SPEED TRAIN SERVICE 

The following motion was moved by Councillor Adkinson, seconded by 
Councillor Willis:

That in light of the all-party support for the continuation of the direct high 
speed train service from Maidstone West to St Pancras International, this 
Council resolves to:

1. Formally adopt a position of support for the continuation of the high 
speed train link.

2. Ask our Members of Parliament to lobby Ministers for the service to be 
extended throughout the day.

The Mayor said that he considered it to be convenient and conducive to 
the despatch of business that the motion be dealt with at this meeting, 
and that a factual briefing note had been circulated.

With the agreement of the mover and the seconder, the motion was 
amended to read:

In light of the all-party support for the continuation of the direct high 
speed train services from Maidstone to London stations, this Council 
resolves to formally adopt a position of support for the continuation of the 
high speed train link and no delay to the December 18 adoption of 
Thames Link services to London Bridge, the City and Cambridge.

Amendment moved by Councillor D Burton, seconded by Councillor 
English, that the motion, as amended, be replaced by the following:

This Council resolves to:
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1. Support the Strategic Planning, Sustainability and Transportation 
Committee in its continuing work in assessing proposed changes to 
rail services in the Borough and continue to respond to all 
consultations and to seek all improvements in rail services for the 
Borough; and

2. Thank our Members of Parliament for their efforts in lobbying 
Ministers on all aspects of improving rail services in the Borough and 
offer our support to them in their continued efforts.

The mover and the seconder of the original motion, as amended, indicated 
that they accepted these changes.

The substantive motion was then put to the vote.

SUBSTANTIVE MOTION CARRIED

RESOLVED:  That this Council resolves to:

1. Support the Strategic Planning, Sustainability and Transportation 
Committee in its continuing work in assessing proposed changes to 
rail services in the Borough and continue to respond to all 
consultations and to seek all improvements in rail services for the 
Borough.

2. Thank our Members of Parliament for their efforts in lobbying 
Ministers on all aspects of improving rail services in the Borough and 
offer our support to them in their continued efforts.

Note:  Councillors Harwood and B Mortimer left the meeting after 
consideration of this item (9.00 p.m.).

125. REPORT OF THE HEAD OF POLICY, COMMUNICATIONS AND GOVERNANCE 
- REVIEW OF ALLOCATION OF SEATS ON COMMITTEES/MEMBERSHIP OF 
COMMITTEES 

It was moved by Councillor Mrs Wilson, seconded by Councillor Perry, that 
the recommendations arising from the review which has been undertaken 
of the allocation of seats on Committees be approved.

RESOLVED:

1. That the allocation of seats on Committees be as set out in Appendix 
1 to the report of the Head of Policy, Communications and 
Governance.

2. That the wishes of the Group Leaders with regard to the 
consequential changes to the membership of Committees, as set out 
in Appendix 2 to the report, be accepted.
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126. REPORT OF THE HEAD OF POLICY, COMMUNICATIONS AND GOVERNANCE 
- CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2018/19 

It was moved by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Brice, and

RESOLVED:  That the Calendar of Meetings 2018/19, attached as 
Appendix A to the report of the Head of Policy, Communications and 
Governance, be approved.

127. APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR SELECT 2018/19 

It was moved by Councillor English, seconded by Councillor Newton, 
supported by Councillors Round, Mrs Gooch and Adkinson, and

RESOLVED:  That Councillor David Naghi be appointed as Mayor Select 
for the Municipal Year 2018/19.

128. APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY MAYOR SELECT 2018/19 

It was moved by Councillor Garland, seconded by Councillor Mrs Joy, 
supported by Councillors Mrs Gooch, Barned and Adkinson, and

RESOLVED:  That Councillor Marion Ring be appointed as Deputy Mayor 
Select for the Municipal Year 2018/19.

129. DURATION OF MEETING 

6.30 p.m. to 9.10 p.m.



Appendix B

MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL

COUNCIL TAX 2018/2019

Schedule of Council Tax Base and Additional Basic Amounts of 

Council Tax in parts of the area with Parish Precepts

     TAX        PRECEPT         BAND 'D' 

PARISH      BASE         TAX

       £         £

Barming 742.9 27,460 36.96

Bearsted 3,626.8 117,907 32.51

Boughton Malherbe 225.2 5,405 24.00

Boughton Monchelsea 1,496.5 69,752 46.61

Boxley 3,862.1 107,437 27.82

Bredhurst 174.0 12,418 71.37

Broomfield & Kingswood 716.5 55,500 77.46

Chart Sutton 415.9 21,000 50.49

Collier Street 371.5 14,054 37.83

Coxheath 1,577.0 74,500 47.24

Detling 393.1 34,383 87.47

Downswood 838.7 30,000 35.77

East Sutton 142.8 6,434 45.06

Farleigh East 671.3 49,703 74.04

Farleigh West 230.2 23,000 99.91

Harrietsham 1,242.8 117,723 94.72

Headcorn 1,578.4 172,681 109.40

Hollingbourne 473.3 24,058 50.83

Hunton 314.5 26,000 82.67

Langley 497.4 15,000 30.16

Leeds 337.4 32,443 96.16

Lenham 1,431.0 124,497 87.00

Linton 252.0 12,578 49.91

Loose 1,113.2 79,019 70.98

Marden 1,723.2 125,414 72.78

Nettlestead 306.1 16,927 55.30

Otham 326.5 12,268 37.57

Staplehurst 2,404.5 145,000 60.30

Stockbury 324.5 14,370 44.28

Sutton Valence 688.0 49,147 71.43

Teston 313.9 24,000 76.46

Thurnham 568.7 17,714 31.15

Tovil 1,423.6 68,043 47.80

Ulcombe 387.4 20,262 52.30

Yalding 987.4 65,000 65.83

1,811,097
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APPENDIX C

Band A Band B  Band C Band D Band E Band F Band G Band H

£      £      £      £      £      £      £      £      

Barming 1,181.47 1,378.38 1,575.29 1,772.20 2,166.02 2,559.85 2,953.67 3,544.40

Bearsted 1,178.50 1,374.92 1,571.34 1,767.75 2,160.58 2,553.42 2,946.25 3,535.50

Boughton Malherbe 1,172.83 1,368.30 1,563.77 1,759.24 2,150.18 2,541.13 2,932.07 3,518.48

Boughton Monchelsea 1,187.90 1,385.88 1,583.87 1,781.85 2,177.82 2,573.79 2,969.75 3,563.70

Boxley 1,175.38 1,371.27 1,567.17 1,763.06 2,154.85 2,546.64 2,938.44 3,526.12

Bredhurst 1,204.41 1,405.14 1,605.88 1,806.61 2,208.08 2,609.55 3,011.02 3,613.22

Broomfield & Kingswood 1,208.47 1,409.88 1,611.29 1,812.70 2,215.52 2,618.35 3,021.17 3,625.40

Chart Sutton 1,190.49 1,388.90 1,587.32 1,785.73 2,182.56 2,579.39 2,976.22 3,571.46

Collier Street 1,182.05 1,379.05 1,576.07 1,773.07 2,167.09 2,561.10 2,955.12 3,546.14

Coxheath 1,188.32 1,386.37 1,584.43 1,782.48 2,178.59 2,574.70 2,970.80 3,564.96

Detling 1,215.14 1,417.66 1,620.19 1,822.71 2,227.76 2,632.81 3,037.85 3,645.42

Downswood 1,180.68 1,377.45 1,574.24 1,771.01 2,164.57 2,558.13 2,951.69 3,542.02

East Sutton 1,186.87 1,384.68 1,582.49 1,780.30 2,175.92 2,571.55 2,967.17 3,560.60

Farleigh East 1,206.19 1,407.22 1,608.25 1,809.28 2,211.34 2,613.41 3,015.47 3,618.56

Farleigh West 1,223.44 1,427.34 1,631.25 1,835.15 2,242.96 2,650.77 3,058.59 3,670.30

Harrietsham 1,219.98 1,423.30 1,626.64 1,829.96 2,236.62 2,643.28 3,049.94 3,659.92

Headcorn 1,229.76 1,434.72 1,639.68 1,844.64 2,254.56 2,664.48 3,074.40 3,689.28

Hollingbourne 1,190.72 1,389.16 1,587.62 1,786.07 2,182.98 2,579.88 2,976.79 3,572.14

Hunton 1,211.94 1,413.93 1,615.92 1,817.91 2,221.89 2,625.87 3,029.85 3,635.82

Langley 1,176.94 1,373.09 1,569.25 1,765.40 2,157.71 2,550.02 2,942.34 3,530.80

Leeds 1,220.94 1,424.42 1,627.92 1,831.40 2,238.38 2,645.36 3,052.34 3,662.80

Lenham 1,214.83 1,417.30 1,619.77 1,822.24 2,227.18 2,632.13 3,037.07 3,644.48

Linton 1,190.10 1,388.45 1,586.80 1,785.15 2,181.85 2,578.55 2,975.25 3,570.30

Loose 1,204.15 1,404.84 1,605.53 1,806.22 2,207.60 2,608.99 3,010.37 3,612.44

Marden 1,205.35 1,406.24 1,607.13 1,808.02 2,209.80 2,611.59 3,013.37 3,616.04

Nettlestead 1,193.70 1,392.64 1,591.60 1,790.54 2,188.44 2,586.34 2,984.24 3,581.08

Otham 1,181.88 1,378.85 1,575.84 1,772.81 2,166.77 2,560.73 2,954.69 3,545.62

Staplehurst 1,197.03 1,396.53 1,596.04 1,795.54 2,194.55 2,593.56 2,992.57 3,591.08

Stockbury 1,186.35 1,384.07 1,581.80 1,779.52 2,174.97 2,570.42 2,965.87 3,559.04

Sutton Valence 1,204.45 1,405.19 1,605.93 1,806.67 2,208.15 2,609.64 3,011.12 3,613.34

Teston 1,207.80 1,409.10 1,610.40 1,811.70 2,214.30 2,616.90 3,019.50 3,623.40

Thurnham 1,177.60 1,373.86 1,570.13 1,766.39 2,158.92 2,551.45 2,943.99 3,532.78

Tovil 1,188.70 1,386.81 1,584.93 1,783.04 2,179.27 2,575.50 2,971.74 3,566.08

Ulcombe 1,191.70 1,390.31 1,588.93 1,787.54 2,184.77 2,582.00 2,979.24 3,575.08

Yalding 1,200.72 1,400.83 1,600.96 1,801.07 2,201.31 2,601.55 3,001.79 3,602.14

Basic Level of Tax 1,156.83 1,349.63 1,542.44 1,735.24 2,120.85 2,506.46 2,892.07 3,470.48

MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL

COUNCIL TAX 2018/2019

Schedule of Council Tax Levels for all Bands

and all Parts of the Area including District Spending and all Precepts.
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