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Borough Update
This is your council newsletter, produced up to six
times a year in the Downs Mail newspaper. It is
written, edited and designed by the council's
communications team, London House, 5-11
London Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 8HR. Email:
pr@maidstone.gov.uk. Your comments and
suggestions are always welcome. It is typeset by
DesignZero6 and printed by Uckfield Press.

If you are visually impaired and would like the
newsletter text in large print, please call us on
01622 602807, and we will be happy to send
you a copy.

MMoosstt wweeeekkeennddss MMaaiiddssttoonnee ccoouunncciill rreeffuussee lloorrrriieess ccoolllleecctt
bbuullkkyy hhoouusseehhoolldd rruubbbbiisshh ffrroomm llooccaattiioonnss iinn yyoouurr aarreeaa..
TTaakkee yyoouurr rreeffuussee ttoo tthhee WWeeeekkeenndd FFrreeiigghhtteerr SSeerrvviiccee aatt
tthhee ttiimmeess sshhoowwnn::

Saturday 9th August

12.30 – 13.30 Walderslade.   Impton Lane/Olivine Road
14.00 – 15.15 Vinters Park.   Snowden Parade car park
Saturday 16th August

07.45 – 08.45 Platts Heath.   Green Lane
09.15 – 10.30 Leeds.  Brogden Crescent
11.30 – 13.00 Bearsted village green
Sunday 17th August

15.45 – 17.15 Vinters Park.   Hampton Road
Saturday 23rd August

12.30 – 13.30 Otham
13.45 – 15.15 Madginford.    Merton Road - by the shops
09.15 – 10.15 Grove Green.  Grovewood Drive North
10.30 – 11.30 Grove Green.  Grovewood Drive/Provender Way
12.30 – 13.30 Bearsted.  Ashford Road/Rosemary Road
Saturday 30th August

12.15 – 13.15 Frinsted Church
07.45 – 08.45 Walderslade.  Impton Lane/Spenlow Drive
09.00 – 11.00 Bredhurst.  Hurstwood Road
12.00 – 13.00 Detling village hall
Sunday 7th September

13.45 – 14.45 Senacre.  Woolley Road
13.00 – 15.15 Stockbury village hall
07.45 – 08.45 Grafty Green.  Church Road/Headcorn Road
09.00 – 10.30 Lenham.  Lenham Heath Road/Boughton Road
11.30 – 12.30 Lenham.  Ham Lane/Cherry Orchard
12.45 – 13.45 Lenham.  Warren Street, near the Harrow Inn
14.15 – 15.15 Wormshill.  The Street/Bedmonton Lane
Sunday 14th September

10.00 – 11.00 Walderslade.  Gleamingwood Drive/Badger Road
15.45 – 17.15 Vinters Park.  Marston Drive
Saturday 20th September

07.45 – 08.45 Hollingbourne.  Troys Mead/Eyhorne Street
09.00 – 10.00 Harrietsham.  The Roebuck car park
10.15 – 11.30 Harrietsham.  Church Lane/Marley Road
12.30 – 14.00 Lenham.  Honeywood Road
14.15 – 15.15 Lenham.  Douglas Road
Sunday 21st September

15.00 – 16.00 Grove Green.  Provender Way
Saturday 27th September

12.00 – 13.00 Senacre.  Betsham Road garages
Sunday 28th September

10.00 – 11.00 Walderslade.  Impton Lane/Olivine Road
11.30 – 12.30 Vinters Park.  Snowden Parade car park

TThhee hhoouusseehhoolldd wwaassttee rreeccyycclliinngg cceennttrree aatt BBuurriiaall GGrroouunndd
LLaannee,, TToovviill,, MMaaiiddssttoonnee iiss ooppeenn MMoonnddaayy ttoo SSaattuurrddaayy,, 88aamm
ttoo 44..3300ppmm,, aanndd SSuunnddaayy aanndd BBaannkk HHoolliiddaayyss,, 99aamm ttoo 44ppmm..

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn aabboouutt oouurr bbuullkkyy
rruubbbbiisshh sseerrvviicceess,, iinncclluuddiinngg ppaaiidd ffoorr
ddoooorrsstteepp ccoolllleeccttiioonnss,, vviissiitt
ddiiggiittaallmmaaiiddssttoonnee..ccoo..uukk oorr ccaallll tthhee 
cclleeaannssiinngg hhoottlliinnee oonn 0011662222 660022116622..

Free bulky rubbish service WIN
a trip 
to the
panto
The Hazlitt theatre is offering three family tickets to 
this year’s panto ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ with
Hollyoaks star, Jake Hendriks who plays Father 
Kieran Hobbs!  All you have to do is answer these
questions about our annual report for the year 2007-08:

Name ..............................................................................

Address ..........................................................................

........................................................................................

Telephone ......................................................................

Is the council’s annual report, 
on the following pages useful – YES/NO

What other financial, performance or other
information about the council would you like?

................................................................................

................................................................................
Please send your entry to Communications, 
Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House,
Maidstone ME15 6JQ – By 25 August 2008.  
Or email your answers to pr@maidstone.gov.uk  
One entry per Maidstone borough resident – Not open
to Maidstone councillors or council employees.

Jake Hendriks is appearing in
this year’s panto.
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It’s easier than ever before to sign 
up to Maidstone Borough Council’s
register of electors.  You can do it by
post, phone or internet– it’s free,
quick and easy to do.

Registration forms will be delivered to
all homes in the borough at the end of
August.  If there are no changes to the
details on the form, you can use the
freephone or internet service to
confirm your details or sign it and
return it by post.  The freephone is
available in several languages.

If there are changes to the form you
have to complete it in the normal way
and pop it in the post.

You must register either by phone or
internet or by post.

Don’t delay. Every reminder we send
out costs us money, your money.

And if you don’t register or re-
register you won’t be able to vote
come election time and you could be
refused a mortgage or a mobile
phone because you won’t be on the
register.

For more information call the
Registration Team 
on 01622 602007 or email
registration@maidstone.gov.uk or
visit www.digitalmaidstone.co.uk

Register 
to Vote - 
it’s easy!

Involving YOU! 
Maidstone’s overview and scrutiny
committees are a ‘critical friend’ to
the council and its partners.  They
consider decisions and recommend
ways of improving them. They are
keen to act on behalf of residents
and look at issues that affect local

people.
In the coming
year the
committees 
will be carrying
out reviews
targeting
issues of
concern to
residents,

councillors and local organisations:
Elections – should the council move
from electing a third of councillors
most years to electing the whole
council once every four years?        
Council decision-making – can it be
speeded up, or is the system the
best it can be in light of legal or
constitutional requirements?
Maidstone’s diverse communities –
do residents from ethnic minorities,
whether settled or economic
migrants, feel welcome? Does the
Council do enough to encourage
integration between different
communities?
Mental health services – what are
the gaps in provision and how can
they be addressed?
Public Conveniences – do you think
they are adequate, clean and of a
high standard?
How safe are our roads? – how
could we improve our roads and
increase safety?
The committees want to appoint
interested members of the public to
help with the reviews and to submit
written submissions via email or
letter.
To get involved contact 
Angela Woodhouse or her team -
email osc@maidstone.gov.uk,
telephone 602620 or write to
Maidstone Borough Council,
Maidstone House, King Street,
Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ.  
For more information visit
www.digitalmaidstone.co.uk/osc.

It’s as easy as one, two, e-billing
Next time your letter box rattles with
the sound of letters and packages
dropping on the mat, think of the
money that could be saved by
signing up to e-billing.
Thousands of residents have
registered to receive their council
tax bills by email, as part of
Maidstone Borough Council’s e-
citizen service.
The service also allows customers
to view council tax and housing
benefit accounts online.
E-billing could save the council
thousands of pounds.  The service is
more efficient and cost saving with
reduced expenditure on stationery,

printing and postage.
Cabinet member for corporate
services, Richard Ash says: “More
than 1,400 residents have already
signed up to the e-citizen facility,
with around 700 of those opting to
receive either their council tax or
business rate bill by email. 
This service allows residents to
access services and information
electronically from the comfort of
their own home.”
For more information about
becoming an e-citizen visit
www.digitalmaidstone.co.uk and
follow the e-citizen link or email
counciltax@maidstone.gov.uk

A shop window with a difference!
Once the old Boro’line Office, the
window now hosts a changing
programme of work by Maidstone’s
student and early to mid-career
artists, designers and craftspeople,
which can be viewed during the day
by passers-by.  Through the Looking
Glass is one of many outcomes of
the Art at the Centre project.

The current display
is the work of Annie
Ross, who is an
architectural glass
artist. Her fantastic
work will be on
display until September 7th.
Through the Looking Glass is
located in Rose Yard in the heart of
the town centre

Through the Looking Glass
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Hazlitt Arts Centre
Jeremy Hardy

BBC Radio 4
comedian and
star of the
News Quiz.
Friday 5
September,
8pm.  £14.50,
concs £13.50.

The Woman
who Cooked 
her Husband
The way to a
man’s heart is
through his
stomach 

- strong language and adult
themes.
Thursday 18 to Saturday 20
September, 8pm.  £12, concs £10.

Zion
A tribute to Bob Marley.
Sunday 21 September, 7.30pm.
£15, 
concs £14.
David Benson Sings Noel Coward.
Mad dogs and English men!
Saturday 27 September, 7.30pm.
£12, concs £10.

T-Rextacy
A tribute to Marc Bolan and T Rex.
Sunday 28 September, 8pm.  £15,
concs £14

The Searchers
This famous band plays Maidstone.
Tuesday 30 September, 7.30pm.
£16, concs £15.

NEW Comedy Club Nights 
at the Exchange Studio
This is where new talent can ‘strut
its stuff’ and comes out of the
same stable as stars such as Jo
Brand, Jack Dee, etc.  We kick-off
with MC Kevin ‘Man with the Beard’
McCarthy with Headliner Simon
Evans. Open mic competition
during the interval.
Monthly from Wednesday 3
September, 8pm.

NEW Classical Music Nights at the
Exchange Studio
Relax and listen to some delightful
compositions.  Monthly from Friday
5 September, 7.30pm.

SPECIAL OFFER - ‘Jack and the
Beanstalk’ with Hollyoaks star,
dishy, Jake Hendriks aka Father
Kieran Hobbs!
Book before 1 October and get £1
off every ticket!
19 November to 4 January.
Tickets £6.95 to £12.50.
Box Office 01622 758611 or visit
www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk

Maidstone Museum
Kaleidoscope: 150 years of
colourful collecting.
This free exhibition showcases the
museums history and explores its
weird, interesting and rare objects,
telling the stories of the collectors
and museum benefactors along the
way.  From bikes to flamingos to
hands by Henry Moore!
Art Inside the Walls
The museum has teamed-up with
Maidstone Prison to bring you a
series of mini art exhibitions.
‘Meaningful Objects’ runs from 5
August to 31 August in the café.
Adult Art Class
Learn how to use colour and texture
in art.
Wednesday 6 August, 6.30 to 8.30pm.
£5 (£3.50 to members of the

Museums’ Foundation).  Places
strictly limited - must book.

Summer
Family
Activities
Until the
end of
August all
the weeks
are
colour-
coded and there’s an activity going
on every day!  Mondays and
Wednesdays are craft activities,
Tuesdays is storytime, Thursdays are
hands-on stations, Fridays are a
collage and weekends are colour
trails and brass rubbing.  Thursdays
and weekends are free; there is a
small charge at other times.

What’s On!
Hotfoot Summer Play Scheme
To 22 August
Various venues 01622 602222
Summer Holiday Fun
To 31 August
Museum of Kent Life, Sandling
01622 763936
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
To 9 August
Various outdoor venues 
01622 758611
Classic Car Weekend
9 – 10 August, Leeds Castle,
Maidstone 01622 765400
Cobtree Country Fayre
24-25 August
Museum of Kent Life, Sandling
01622 763936
Maidstone Handover Day
Festival of sport, art & culture
24 August
Whatman Park, 
Maidstone 01622 602222
Kixx Martial Arts Sports Camp
28 August
Kixx fitness gym Granville Road,
Maidstone 01622 602222
Classical Music Night
5 September
Exchange Studio, Earl Street,
Maidstone 01622 758611
Family Fun Weekend with Jousting
6-7 September
Leeds Castle, Maidstone 
01622 765400
Peace One Day
13 September, Whatman Park,
Maidstone 01622 602222
Snap Club Night
19 September
Maidstone Leisure Centre, 
Mote Park 08451 552277
Graham Clarke’s Up the Garden
Studio
20-21 September
Green Lane, Boughton Monchelsea
01622 743938

Time Talk: The Origin of the
Species.
George Fussey talks about the
impact of Darwin’s book and how its
themes resonate today.  Thursday 20
September, 6.30pm.  £3 (£1.50 to
members of the Museums’
Foundation).

Pick up a brochure, 
call 01622 602838 or visit
www.museum.maidstone.gov.uk
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