
Update
Your Maidstone Borough Council Newsletter

East October 2010

Borough

See page 2



2 MaidstoneBoroughCouncil

This is your council newsletter, produced up to six
times a year in the Downs Mail newspaper. It is
written, edited and designed by the council's
communications team, Maidstone House, King
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Email:
pr@maidstone.gov.uk. Your comments and

suggestions are always welcome. It is typeset by
AW Design and printed by Uckfield Press.
If you are visually impaired and would like the
newsletter text in large print, please call us
on 01622 602807, and we will be happy to
send you a copy.

MMoosstt wweeeekkeennddss MMaaiiddssttoonnee ccoouunncciill rreeffuussee lloorrrriieess ccoolllleecctt
bbuullkkyy hhoouusseehhoolldd rruubbbbiisshh ffrroomm llooccaattiioonnss iinn yyoouurr aarreeaa.. TTaakkee
yyoouurr rreeffuussee ttoo tthhee WWeeeekkeenndd FFrreeiigghhtteerr SSeerrvviiccee aatt tthhee ttiimmeess
sshhoowwnn::

Saturday, October 9
07.45 – 08.30 Frinsted church
08.40 – 09.20 Wormshill.  The Street
09.30 – 10.10 Harrietsham Primary School
10.20 – 11.00 Harrietsham.  Church Lane
12.00 – 12.40 Lenham.  Douglas Rd
12.50 – 13.30 Lenham.  Ham Lane/Cherry Orchard
13.40 – 14.20 Lenham.  Honeywood Road
14.30 – 15.10 Platts Heath.  Green Lane
15.15 – 15.45 Grafty Green.  Church Lane
Saturday, October 16
07.45 – 08.30 Hollingbourne.  Troys Mead
08.45 – 09.15 Lenham.  Warren Street
09.25 – 09.55 Ulcombe.  Lodge Gardens
Saturday, October 23
07.45 – 08.30 Otham
08.45 – 09.45 Bearsted Village Green
Saturday, October 30
07.45 – 08.15 Walderslade.  Impton Lane/

Spenlow Drive
08.25 – 09.00 Walderslade.  Impton Lane/

Olivine Road
Saturday, November 6
12.00 –12.55 Vinters Park.  Marston Drive
13.05 –14.05 Vinters Park.  Hampton Road
Saturday, November 20
12.15 –13.00 Grove Green.  Grovewood Drive South
13.10 –14.00 Grove Green.  Grovewood Drive North
14.10 –15.10 Madginford.  Merton Road
15.10 –15.45 Bearsted.  Ashford Road/

Rosemary Road

WWee ccaannnnoott ccoolllleecctt eelleeccttrriiccaall iitteemmss ssuucchh aass ffrriiddggeess,,
tteelleevviissiioonnss aanndd vvaaccuuuumm cclleeaanneerrss oorr hhaazzaarrddoouuss iitteemmss..  YYoouu
ccaann ddiissppoossee ooff eelleeccttrriiccaall aapppplliiaanncceess tthhrroouugghh oouurr ppaaiidd ffoorr
bbuullkkyy ccoolllleeccttiioonn sseerrvviiccee..  YYoouu ccaann ttaakkee hhaazzaarrddoouuss aanndd bbuullkkyy
iitteemmss ttoo tthhee hhoouusseehhoolldd wwaassttee rreeccyycclliinngg cceennttrree aatt BBuurriiaall
GGrroouunndd LLaannee,, TToovviill,, MMaaiiddssttoonnee..  IItt iiss ooppeenn MMoonnddaayy ttoo
SSaattuurrddaayy,, 88aamm ttoo 44..3300ppmm,, aanndd SSuunnddaayy aanndd BBaannkk HHoolliiddaayyss,,
99aamm ttoo 44ppmm..  FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn aabboouutt oouurr bbuullkkyy
rruubbbbiisshh sseerrvviicceess,, iinncclluuddiinngg ppaaiidd ffoorr ddoooorrsstteepp ccoolllleeccttiioonnss,,
vviissiitt mmaaiiddssttoonnee..ggoovv..uukk oorr ccaallll tthhee cclleeaannssiinngg hhoottlliinnee oonn
0011662222 660022116622..

Free bulky rubbish service

Maidstone has a two new websites – to promote
business, www.locateinmaidstone.co.uk and to
promote tourism - www.visitmaidstone.com.

New websites promote Maidstone

Maidstone town centre, 5pm Sunday, November 21.

Christmas Lights Switch-on

Maidstone council 
has been meeting
people at shopping
centres, super-
markets and other
events in Maidstone
Borough throughout September and October to
find out the services which matter most to them.
Hundreds of people have been asked for their
views on the massive savings that the council will
have to make on its £23 million budget for services
such as refuse collection, recycling and planning.
The council has to save £6 million over the next
three years.
The consultation includes details of the cabinet’s
initial thoughts and the council’s statutory and non
statutory services.  Residents have commented on
the proposals, suggested ideas for savings and
said which services matter most to them.
The consultation is on the council’s website –
www.maidstone.gov.uk.
The final decision on next year’s budget will be
made in March 2011.

Join us on – www.facebook.com – searching for Maidstone Borough Council

Borough Update

MY council,
what matters 

to ME

Cabinet member for corporate services, Marion Ring
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Follow us on – www.twitter.com/maidstonebc

Jimmy Corbin was admitted to be a Freeman in
recognition of the eminent service rendered by him
to the borough and the debt of gratitude owed to all
those men of the Royal Air Force who flew in the
Battle of Britain, represented by him.  Mr Corbin was
born in Maidstone and still lives in Bearsted.

Music in the Museum

Hazlitt Choir

One of Britain’s finest chamber ensembles will be at
Maidstone Museum on Monday December 13.  Primavera
Chamber Ensemble will play Tchaikovsky Quartettsatz in
B flat Op.2 no.3 12’, Mozart String Quartet No. 19 in C
Major K465 Dissonanace 31’, Rachmaninov Romance 6’
and Beethoven String Quartet No.1 in F Op.18 no.1.  £20,
includes glass of wine or soft drink.

The Hazlitt choir meets every Wednesday, from 7pm–9pm,
in the Exchange Studio at the Hazlitt Arts Centre (Rose
Yard entrance).  Membership costs £20 for 10 weeks.  
For more information visit hazlittarts centre.co.uk or call
01622 758611.

Freeman of the BoroughThink fire safety
Kent Fire and Rescue Service is urging people to use
environmentally friendly alternatives to bonfires to get
rid of garden waste this autumn.  It says bonfires of
fallen leaves, clippings and old plants frequently burn
out of control and pollute the environment.  The service
wants people to consider composting because it is
environmentally friendly and safer.  It can be done at
home in a garden compost bin or by taking garden waste
to the household waste recycling centre at Tovil.
Alternatively, you can have garden waste collected from
the kerbside by Maidstone Borough Council.  For more
information visit www.maidstone.gov.uk

Maidstone Mayor Eric Hotson and councillors held a
minutes silence in honour of Sapper Mark Smith of 36
Engineer Regiment and Sapper Ishwor Gurung of 69
Gurkha Field Squadron who died while serving in
Afghanistan.

Battle of Britain
Expert, Tony Webb, will talk about the skies over Maidstone
and the aircraft that flew during the Battle of Britain.
Maidstone Museum Time Talk, 7.30pm, Thursday, October
14.  £3 for over 16s.

October
Mon 25 Dinosaur Footprints
Tues 26 Egyptian Pharaoh

Collars
Wed 27 Dinosaur Big Draw

Collage (FREE)
Thurs 28 Pop up Egyptian 

Mummy Cards
Fri 29 Flapping Dinosaur

Mobile

Silence
Weekly food waste recycling
Maidstone residents will be getting a new weekly
food waste collection as part of a new more
environmentally friendly refuse and recycling service
starting in February 2011.  Food waste will be
collected every week, along with either a recycling
collection or the waste collection.
All of the food waste will be composted.  Up to 40% of
waste in bins is food so the new service is expected to
increase the borough’s recycling rate from 30% to 45-
50%.  That’s great news for the environment and
great news for residents who don’t want to store food
waste for more than a week.
Cabinet Member for the Environment, Ben
Sherreard, said: “We know that many waste bins are
only half full every week and it doesn’t make sense
collecting half empty bins. But we also know that
residents want a weekly collection of food waste.  
So this is the best of both worlds.  By collecting
recycling one week and waste the next, along with
food waste every week, we can increase recycling
rates and become more efficient.  And residents
won’t have to worry about storing rotting food waste.”
The new service is environmentally friendly because
it separates food waste from the waste stream,
increasing the number of items recycled in the
borough.
“That will put the council in an excellent position to
save money when the council goes out to tender for
the next recycling and waste collection contract;”
said Cllr Sherreard.  The council estimates that the
saving could be more than £100,000 a year.

Drop in anytime 10.30am to 12.30pm or 1.30
to 3.30pm.  For under 12s, £2 per child.

December
Mon 20 Victorian

Pomanders
Tues 21 Rudolph the

Reindeer Glove
Puppets

Wed 22 Victorian
Calendars

Holiday fun at Maidstone Museum

Former Battle of Britain Spitfire pilot William James Corbin DFC.
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Subscribe to us on – www.youtube.com/user/maidstonecouncil

Hazlitt
Arts
Centre

Maidstone
Music

For musical events - from opera
to rock gigs and everything in
between - visit
www.maidstonemusic.co.uk

Book your place through the box office 01622 758611 or 
visit our website www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk

What’s On! To find out what’s on in Maidstone Borough visit
www.tour-maidstone.com

Bon Jovi Experience  
Friday, October 15 – 7.30pm  
£15 Concs £13.50
Wipe away those Autumn blues, this
tribute band will have you rocking in 
the aisles.

Sherlock Holmes … The Last Act!
Saturday, October 23 – 8pm 
£12 Concs £10
Fine wit, humour and high drama.

Hazlitt Youth Theatre present
Thirteen 
Tuesday, October 26 to Saturday,
October 30 – 7.45pm £6-12 
(Tues Oct 26 – Pay What You Can
Preview)

The Crucible – Saturday,
November 6 – 7.30pm 
£12 Concs £10
This season’s Hazlitt drama production
promises to be a real cracker –featuring
a large cast and innovative staging.

Dreamboats And Petticoats 
Theatre Trip
Thursday, November 18. 
Coach Leaves At 12.30pm. £49
Pure nostalgia, featuring songs from Roy
Orbison, The Shadows, Eddie Cochran,
Billy Fury, Chuck Berry and many more.

Thousands descended on Mote Park for this year’s Maidstone Mela.  Cabinet
Member for Community Services, Cllr John A. Wilson, said: “The weather 
was good but it was the quality of the entertainment that really shone out.   
I thank all those who organised the event and the volunteers who gave up
their time.”  Highlights included Jazzy B and the Briefcase Blues Brothers, a

fireworks display, a community parade and
food, music and dance from around the world.

Panto– Beauty and 
The Beast 
December 4 – January 9
Featuring Melissa Suffield (Lucy
Beale from EastEnders) and Ben
Freeman (Scott Windsor in
Emmerdale). Tickets start from
£6.95.

Comedy nights 
Exchange Studio - £10
Mark Maier and Seann Walsh
Wednesday, October 6 - 8pm   
Mark Maier’s extraordinary talent
for accents and dialects makes 
this evening a real hit.

Doc Brown and Josh
Widdicombe  
Wednesday, November 3 –
8pm  
Doc Brown- as featured in the BBC
Radio 4 show, ‘Do You Know What
You Are Saying?’

Legally Blonde The Musical
Theatre Trip
Wednesday, October 6. 
Coach Leaves At 5pm. £57
All singing, all dancing, feel good
musical comedy will be the 
highlight of your year!










