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This document has been endorsed by Marden Parish Council
and was adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance
by Maidstone Borough Council on 3 October 2001.
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Contact for further information:

Marden 2000, ¢/o Richard Wells
2 Fern Lea Villas, Goudhurst Road
Marden, Tonbridge, Kent, TN12 9JG

(Telephone: (01622) 831661, E-mail richard@wells. uk. net)
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1. Introduction

This decument is the Design Statement for Marden in I ent, and was prepared by ‘Marden
20007, This is a group whose membership is entirely open to all in the parish with an interest
in the past, present and (uture of the village and surrounding area. It was originally formed as an
initiative by the Marden Society, with the support of the Parish Council, but became established as
a completely independent organisation,

The seope of the doctment encompasses the wiwole parish of Marden, and is not just restricted 1o the main
built-up village centee. [Laims to provide guidance to all interesled parties, including:

Maidstone Borough Council and Marden Parish Council when considering planning applications

s The Planning Inspectorate when considering planning appeals

» The Borough Council, Kent County Council and the Department of the Environment, Transport and the
Regions (DETR) when considering planning policies that might altect the Marden area

o Developers of new housing, businesses and services/amenities in the parish

s Owners of houses and other premises contemplating work to their property that would affect the external

appearance

The document is split into sections covering different aspects of planning and development, each of which
conclodes with a list of recommendations.

Background

Marden 2000 was Formed in June 1998 following an invitation from the Marden Society to all other
sociclies, groups and organisations in Marden to send a vepresentative and invite their members to become
involved. A sleering group svas then established, refleeting a wide range of opinions and interests. [nitial
funding was oblained from donations and a grant from the Kent Rural Communily Council. Key stages in
the produetion of this document include:

June 1998 Display and competition al the Village Fete o launch Marden 2000

March 1999 History Qpen Day — putting Marden in its historical context

April 1999 “Rediscover Marden” — design workshop with external facilitator Phil Turner
June 1999 Display including other Village Design Statements at the Village Fete

July 1999 Questionnaires delivered to all houscholds — 17%, 270 out of 1600, returned

Autumn 1999 Analysis of questionnaire results and production of sununary

Winter 1999 Survey teams look at different parts of the parish in detail

February 2000 “Rediscover Marden® (Part 11) — 2 village design workshop

Spring 2000 First dralts of sections of this document by the survey tcams

July 2000 Display and local knowledge competition at the Village Fete

October 2000 Issue of ‘consultation dralt™ of this document for leedback

Spring 2001 Final illustrated draft issucd for consideration by Parish and Borough Councils
June 2001 Marden Parish Council endorses the final illustrated dralt

Local Agenda 21

In 1992 a UN Conference was held in Rio de Jancire entitled Environment and

Development (otherwise known as the ‘Earth Summit’). This was attended by world 5 =
teaders and resulled in the Foflowing guestion: ‘3, o

“Flong can we ensure that all our ehildren and grandehildren have as good o
grcidity of Fife — and, Jor memy, o better one — than we have?”

The result was Local Agenda 21 (LA21) - a set of gutdelines designed to enable communities to parlicipato
in improving quality of life without destroying the environment. This approach is now often summarised as
‘sustainable development’. Local Authorities throughout the UK are working together with comnuaities to
encourage schemes and projects thal will achieve the LAZI1 Largets.



1. Introduction (continued)

Village Design Statements

A Village Design Stalement (VDS) is a document that helps to ensure that local views can be taken into
account when planning maltters are being considered.  The idea was originated by the Countryside
Commission and has been taken up in many parishes around the country, A VIS usually has the following
taitt objectives:

* Todescribe the distinetive character of the village and the surrounding countryside

s To demonstrate how this local character can be protecied and enhanced in new developments

s To be adopled by the planning authority to supplement their Local Plan pelicies

s Toinfluence loture policies when the planning authorily is updating the Local Plan

In order for such a document to be accepled and effeclive, il must be rescurched, writlen and edited by local
people so that it is representative of the village as a whole. [t has 1o be applicable to all forms and scales of

Design Stateiments therelore incorporate many important clements of LA21L, and communily involvement i
VDS preparation is as important as the finat document.

The Planning Framework

Land use planning has developed tlwrough a variety of mechanisins.  Planning policies are generated in
Yarliament through legislation and by the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions by
means of Civeulars and Plasning Policy Guidance Notes.  These are supplemented by Regional Planning
Guidance, and European legisiation can now also influence UI planning procedure. The aim of the planning
process 1s to be neutral, although it is influenced by a changing political climale,

The planning system is accountable (o tie public through the democratic process
at both national and local levels. While professional plannets will draft legislation
and guidance documents, the adoption, use and interpretation of such is the
responsibility of those who hold elected office,  The planning system is alse
responsive to public opinion and incorporates detailed systems of public
consultation. The Kenr Structare Plan (produced by Kent County Couneil) and
the Maidstone Boroagh-wide Local Planr (produced by Maidstone Borough
Council) go through this process whenever they are reviewed and updated.

i3

SHosog

i

Pit] -

g

R _ Flowever, most people only come into contact with the planning system when they
Wit Phan Loesi apply for planning permission. T'he Government is committed Lo a plan-fed system
Hee o Blan of development control, and this is given statutory force by Section 54A of the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Where an adopted or approved
development plan contains relevant policics, the legislation requires that an application for planning
permission or an appeal shall be determined in accordance with the plan, unless material considerations
indicate otherwisc. Couneil planning officers therefore assess any application having regard te the policies
in the Structure and Local Plans and, in making recommendations, will also look at other malerial
considerations, including supplementary planning guidance contained in detailed local or specialist
documents. 1t is as supplementary planning guidance that a Village Design Statement achieves formal
recognition by decision-makers. Once adopted, the VDS can have signilieant
inllucnce on planning decisions and appeals.
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The planning system recagnises the importance of public consultation, and the
government is increasingly sceking to make the process more accessible. In the
frst of two recent White Papers, ‘Meodern local government in tonclt with the
people’ enhanced priorily is given to environmental and sustainable development
issues and the need for greater community involvement and accountability is
emphasiscd.  The second White Paper, ‘Qar Countipside: the furure - A fair
deal for roaral England, promotes greater communily invelvement in the
planning process, for example by the production of Village Appraisals, Vitlage
Design Statements and Village Plans. It is vilal for the continuation and
exlension of community-based projects that this increased openness continues.
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2. History

A
-

Settiement in Marden or Meredenne is thought Lo
have been before the 9" century. The denscly forested
Weald was very wet and swampy, but became vsed for pig
grazing and the clearings, which provided temporary
seftlement for herdsimen were called ‘dens’ — hence Marden.
The availabiiity of timber as a building material encouraged
permanent seltlement and Marden had a church by 1085, This church
is mentioned in the Domesday Maonachorum.

arden's histaric parsh church .
Middle Ages

Marden has always been closely linked to (he land and it has been (rom agriculture that the village has
derived its prosperity, The Wealden forest provided timber for construction and fuel. This, in addition to
water lor power and sheep for wool, made Marden an ideal area lor ¢loth production. Migrant Flemish in the
6™ century provided the expertise and mills were sited in Pattenden and Sheephurst Lancs.

Wealden' half housa al Underfyn

Evidence for Marden’s relative prosperity can be Found in its 15" contury houses such as White Lyon House

and “Wealden® hall houses such as Turnpike House and at Underlyn. However Great Pattenden, one of
PR 1 H > '<

Marden’s finest 147 century houses, was demolished at the end of the Second World War.

18" and 19" Century Marden

By the end of the 18" century Marden was largely self-supporting
with sixteen hundred inhabitants and three hundred houses.
Farming had now become Marden’s biggest industry, which
supporled  many  ancillary  trades. In 1851 Marden had
shoemakers, journeymen, tailors, boanet and deess makers,
butchers, grocers, bakers, thatchers, carpenters, caricrs,
brickmakers and layers, blacksmiths, wheelwrights, farriers and
coopers. For hundreds of years Marden’s timber, hops, corn and
[tuit were ransported by road, the turnpike running through the :
village., Produce travelled by road to Maidstone and by barge 19" Centny businesses at Marden Beech
down the Medway and up the Thames to the London markets,

The Coming of the Railway

[ir 1835 the South Castern Railway Company applicd o construct a railway line {rom London to Dover, wilh
Marden station opening in 1842, 'Fhe railway enabled the carriage of bulky goods and a “damage [ree’
means of transporting fruit. [t is arguable whether ihe rafl line was a direet cause of the expansion of the
Muit trade i Marden, although by 1900 the railway was scheduling specific *fruit trains” with more (ruit said
W pass through Marden Station than any other in the county. The railway also played a major role in the
teansportation of migrant workers associated with the September hop-picking. Several thousand hop pickers
annually provided a greal deal of revenue for local shops and businesses, with pickers generally returning to
the same [arm every year, usually as the only “holiday’ a family might have. The railway is still a major
influence today and is one of the main reasons why development of the village continues.






