APPENDIX 6.C – OUTLINE LANDSCAPE SPECIFICATION

Soft Landscape Specifications (Outline)

The planting proposals have been devised to address the principal landscape objectives as outlined in the ES.  This includes for reasons of biodiversity and nature conservation, visual screening, landscape character and appropriateness and high quality amenity.

Species selected reflect those locally occurring and appropriate to the existing surrounding woodlands, trees and  hedgerows.  Overall, the planting would be dominated by native and locally occurring species and would address all of the principal landscape and planting objectives.

A mix of planting sizes and densities would be adopted to satisfy the differing objectives, principally those of screening and filtering in the short and longer terms and of establishing well balanced woodland and planting habitats.

It should be noted that this is an outline specification for the soft landscape areas of the Landscape Framework only. It is based upon relevant guidelines contained within the Maidstone Borough Landscape Assessment and further informed by on site surveys. It is anticipated that it would form the basis for the detailed design proposals and specification and subsequent discussions with all relevant parties. Variations in the woodland mixes and percentage ratio`s would be adopted to create variety and interest across the site and to reflect the differing objectives for the planting areas at different locations within the site.

Typical Planting Schedule:

	SPECIES
	SIZE
	DENSITY

	Typical Perimeter and Woodland Areas:
	
	

	Acer campestre
	85 - 100% to be whips and 40-125cm high.

Up to10% to be feathered 125-250cm high.

Up to 3% to be standards 250-425 cm high.
	1.0 – 2.0 centres

	Alnus glutinosa
	
	

	Carpinus betulus
	
	

	Corylus avellana 
	
	

	Crataegus monogyna
	
	

	Cytisus scoparius
	
	

	Euonymous europaeus
	
	

	Fraxinus excelsior 
	
	

	Ilex aquifolium
	
	

	Pinus sylvestris
	
	

	Quercus petraea 
	
	

	Salix caprea
	
	

	Salix cinerea
	
	

	Ulex europaeus
	
	

	Viburnum opulus
	
	

	Woodland Edge and Hedgerows :
	
	

	Acer campestre
	To be whips and transplants plants 40-125cm high

Feathered stock may alos be utilised; 125-250cm high pruned to 125cm high.
	New hedgerow to be double staggered rows 350- 450mm apart.  Plants at 400 - 500mm centres.

	Crataegus monogyna
	
	

	Corylus avellana
	
	

	Euonymous europaeus 
	
	

	Ilex aquifolium 
	
	

	Rosa canina
	
	

	Rubus fruticosus
	
	

	Salix cinerea
	
	

	Viburnum opulus 
	
	

	Hedgerow Trees :
	
	

	Carpinus betulus
	Generally to be selected and heavy standard 300-425cm high.  All staked and tied.
	To be randomly spaced within new and existing hedgerows 

	Fraxinus excelsior
	
	

	Quercus petraea
	
	

	Internal Plot Planting :
	
	

	Hedgerow and tree species to be selected from those above, with additional species included on an individual plot by plot basis.
	
	


All planting would be carried out in accordance with best practice and as set out in BS4428. A minimum of 450mm topsoil (overlying subsoil) would be provided to the woodland and general planting areas with planting pits (1000 x 1000 x 700mm deep topsoil) provided for the individual trees.

Grassland:

Open grassland will extend throughout much of the Landscape Framework.  A significant perimeter area of grassland would be managed for ecological objectives.  it may be feasible to seed on to less fertile subsoil  around the wetlands (subject to any surplus topsoil requirements).  Grassland seeding specifications would be based upon maximising nature conservation objectives in the perimeter areas and  ensuring a high quality amenity is provided to the building surrounds and within the internal parts of the development.

Pond and Aquatic Planting:

A number of new waterbodies and swales would be created, increasing the overall wetland habitat value of the site area.  A combination of natural colonisation and new aquatic planting would be used to satisfy the primary ecological objectives.  Plant species would include the following:

Aquatics

	Nymphaea alba
	- White water-lily

	Potamogeton polygonifolius
	- broad leaved pondweed


Marginals

	Alisma plantago-aquatica
	- water plantain

	Juncus inflexus
	- hard rush

	Juncus effuses
	- soft rush

	Lythrum salicaria
	- purple loosestrife

	Carex otrubae
	- false fox sedge

	Phalaris arundinacea 
	- reed canary grass


On Plot Landscape
Many of the planting species and specifications utilised in the perimeter Landscape Framework will continue throughout the internal development landscape.  This will ensure the overall planting design and characteristics are consistent.

1.
PRINCIPAL TREES


Species




English Name

Sizes


Quercus Sp.



Oak


All Extra heavy


Carpinus Sp.



Hornbeam

Standard or Semi 



Fraxinus excelsior


Ash


mature (Rootballed)
Acer Sp.



Maple

2.
SECONDARY AND OTHER TREES


Fraxinus excelsior


Ash



Quercus Sp.



Oak


All Standard


Prunus avium



Wild Cherry

(14-16cm,



Sorbus aucuparia


Rowan


16-18cm girths)



Corylus Sp



Hazel


(Rootballed)

3.
ON PLOT SHRUB PLANTING



Acer campestre



Field Maple

60-80



Amelanchier canadensis

Snowy Mespilus
60-80



Cornus sanguinea


Dogwood

60-80



Hippophae rhamnoides


Buckthorn

60-80



Corylus avellana


Hazel


60-80



Corylus maxima ‘Purpurea’

Hazel


60-80



Cornus stolonifera 


Dogwood

60-80



Ligustrum vulgare


Wild Privet

60-80



Pyracantha ‘Red Columna’

Firethorn

40-60 3L



Viburnum opulus


Guelder Rose

60-80



Elaeagnus angustifolia ‘Quick Silver’ 
Elaeagnus 

40-60 3L

Other species would be selected from the woodland and hedgerow mixes.



Different on plot planting mixes will be prepared based upon the species detailed.  Single species and mixed blocks of planting would be utilised.  Typical planting densities would be 1 – 3 plants per m2.

Initial Management and Maintenance

An initial 5 year establishment regime would be adopted.  This would ensure the successful establishment of all new planting and the enhancement of the existing conserved planting.  The regime would include the replacement of all dead/dying plants during this period.

Effective weed control, pruning, grass cutting, fertiliser applications and litter collection would all be included.  A subsequent revised regime would be adopted for the longer term management of the planting and landscape areas in accordance with a long term Landscape Management Plan to be adopted for the site.  This would ultimately include the thinning of the woodland planting to ensure that it develops as a successful environmental asset and feature, without reducing its visual effectiveness.

The management regime would include existing conserved planting and would provide benefits in terms of a consistent approach to the perimeter hedgerows.  The existing hedgerows would include infill planting and new hedgerow tree planting, together with a cutting regime.
 Protective fencing and guards, to be used as deemed necessary.

