Kent International Gateway

Environmental Statement


1
Introduction 

1.1
Kent International Gateway Limited (KIG) is proposing to construct a rail freight interchange facility with related distribution and commercial development on land to the east of Maidstone.  The site is adjacent to M20 junction 8 and the Ashford to Maidstone East railway line.  

1.2
This Environmental Statement (ES) accompanies the outline planning application.  It is prepared in accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999.  Regard has been paid to the Government Circular on Environmental Impact Assessment 02/99 of March 1999 and the Environmental Impact Assessment: Guide to Procedures of January 2007.  Consideration has also been given to the potential implications of the amended Circular on Environmental Impact Assessment and the Consultation Paper on Environmental Impact Assessment: A Guide to Good Practice and Procedures, both issued for consultation in June 2006.  

1.3
In March 2007, an Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report relating to the development was submitted to Maidstone Borough Council to obtain a Scoping Opinion as to the necessary content of the ES.  The Borough Council duly adopted an Opinion dated 3 May 2007 (ref. MA/07/0682/M) and a copy (together with principal stakeholder responses) is attached as Appendix 1.1 (a and b).  The Scoping Opinion informed the content of the ES.  

1.4
Chapter 2 of this document sets out a description of the key aspects of the site and the proposed development, the latter by reference to a Development Specification, Parameter Plans and a Construction Method Statement (CMS), defining the main aspects of the scheme and how its construction would be phased and carried out.  Chapters 3-4 give an outline of the planning context and a review of the process of selecting the application site and the design alternatives that were considered.  The potential environmental effects of the scheme are considered in Sections 5-15.  
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