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Dear Sir 

MAIDSTONE BOROUGH LOCAL PLAN EXAMINATION 

Protocol usually steers me away from matters under the auspices of local and regional government but 
during my eight years working in Maidstone & The Weald it has become increasingly difficult to stand 
aside from local planning issues. 

In the course of the last 18 months, during the finalisation of Maidstone's draft Local Plan, a great deal 
of contention has arisen about the number of new homes allocated for the Borough. In short it seems 
that the provision within the NPPF for the use of constraints to lower the housing requirement has not 
been effectively applied in Maidstone's draft Local Plan. By way of one example the levels of 
congestion are an undeniable constraint right across the borough. Another constraint would be the 
serious shortcomings within the sewage and drainage infrastructure in certain areas. 

Further, the knock-on effect of such large new pockets of housing upon road traffic, especially in the 
South of the Borough, does not appear to have been adequately mitigated in the Local Plan. A long 
mooted solution is the construction of a relief road in the Leeds/Langley area which could bring 
significant mitigation to the south and south eastern parts of the town. Whilst MBC and KCC have 
discussed this on a number of occasions during their Joint Transport Board meetings the scheme has 
been omitted from the Local Plan entirely. 

Detailed provisions may not be necessary at this stage but surely it would be pragmatic to at least 
mention the Leeds-Langley scheme for inclusion in future scheduled reviews of the plan. This may 
not only assist in securing funding when needed but also offer local people some assurance that longer 
term provisions are in play. The government are presently considering various ways to buoy the 
economy with large scale infrastructure projects and it is entirely possible that proposals such as the 
Leeds Langley relief road could receive the support needed with in the life of this local plan. 

In summary I believe that the proposed 18,560 houses should be reduced by way of legitimate 
constraints in this area and that the plan must incorporate a more bold, robust and sustainable approach 
to transport infrastructure, honed through better constructive co-operation between MBC and KCC. 

Y u ·s sincerely 

Member of Parliament for Maidstone & the Weald 
Constituency Office: Maidstone East Station Forecourt, Station Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 lQN 
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